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Editorial Policies and Procedures 
 
The Minnesota Academy of Science Journal (MAS Journal) accepts submissions 
electronically at www.MASJournal.org.   
 
Manuscripts submitted for consideration by the MAS Journal must not have been 
previously published in any form (abstracts at scientific conferences will not be 
considered prior publication).  Manuscript content must not be substantially available in 
any public format, including internet web sites, prior to publication.  Manuscripts 
submitted to MAS Journal must not be under consideration for publication elsewhere, in 
any publically available format, including internet web sites. 
 
There are no page charges, reviewer fees, or administrative fees for publication in the 
MAS Journal.  Articles will not be subject to word count limits, however, authors are 
expected to be concise. 
 
Uniform Requirements for Journal Submissions 
 
The MAS Journal utilizes the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to 
Biomedical Journals developed by the International Committee of Medical Journal 
Editors.  The full text of these requirements is available at www.icmje.org.  All authors 
are responsible for understanding the requirements set forth in this document.  
Manuscripts must conform to the Uniform Requirements and the instructions listed 
below. 
 

Authorship:  All authors listed for the manuscript should meet the following 
criteria: 

 Be willing and able to provide consent for submission and publication of 
the work. 

 Have participated in both the research and the writing/editing/final 
approval of the manuscript. 

 Be willing and able to publicly discuss and defend the content of the 
manuscript. 

The provision of funding, access to samples or study material (in the absence of 
other contributions), or other logistical support is generally not considered sufficient 
to warrant authorship.  Contributions of this sort should be recognized in the 
Acknowledgements.  All authors will be required to certify their contribution to 
the manuscript.  Any review or contributions made by outside organizations, 
persons, funding entities, or persons hired by funding entities must be acknowledged 
in the manuscript Acknowledgements section.   
 



The MAS Journal accepts the World Association of Medical Editors 
(www.wame.org) definition of ghost authorship as unethical.  Furthermore, the MAS 
Journal considers honorary authorships to be equally unethical. 
 
For manuscripts with multiple authorship, each author will be required to attest to the 
following: 

 Having received a copy of the complete dataset. 
 Agreement with the analysis methodology for the dataset. 
 Agreement with the manuscript conclusions. 

 
Clinical Trials:  All manuscripts describing studies involving human subjects must 
indicate in the Methods section that appropriate approvals (IRB and/or other 
applicable approvals) were obtained and that studies were conducted in accordance 
with the Declaration of Helsinki (www.wma.net ) and all appropriate jurisdictional 
ethical and legal standards.  Clinical trials that meet WHO criteria for trial 
registration should include the trial registration number and registry in the Methods 
section.  Registration will be acceptable in any of the following five registries: 

 www.actr.org.au 
 www.clinicaltrials.gov 
 www.ISRCTN.org 
 www.umin.ac.jp/ctr/index.htm 
 www.trialregister.nl 

The MAS Journal does not consider proprietary registries to satisfy the requirement 
for clinical trial registration.  Where appropriate, trials should include the 
CONSORT checklist (www.consort–statement.org ).  Authors are responsible for 
obtaining permission to use any survey instruments.  It is generally unacceptable to 
adapt surveys without permission. 
 
Privacy and Informed Consent:  The Methods section should clearly indicate that 
all subjects participating in clinical studies have given the appropriate Informed 
Consent.  Identifying details for study participants (including but not limited to: 
names, initials, photos, social security numbers, or hospital identification numbers) 
must be omitted from manuscripts in accordance with the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA – www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa ).  These 
details may be included only if reporting the details is essential to the scientific 
purposes and the authors have obtained the appropriate written informed consent and 
a HIPAA waiver.  Such consent should be indicated in the manuscript. 
 
Animal Studies:  Animal studies must conform to USDA and/or national and 
regional guidelines (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/references/phspol.htm ) and/or 
all state and local requirements.  Conformance to animal welfare guidelines should 
be indicated in the Methods section. 
 
Conflicts of Interest:  Conflicts of interest (COI) may arise from financial ties, 
academic commitments, personal relationships, or personal and religious beliefs.  



While it is anticipated that some authors will have conflicts of interest, the MAS 
Journal does not consider such potential conflicts to be unethical.  Failure to disclose 
potential conflicts of interest will be considered unethical.  Declaring a COI does not 
imply that the author has done anything wrong, and will not automatically preclude 
publication.  Authors will be expected to disclose all potential conflicts of interest, 
whether or not the conflict is related to the specific manuscript under consideration. 
 
Duplicate and “Salami” Publications:  Manuscripts submitted to the MAS Journal 
will be expected to not substantially overlap already published articles, or works in 
process.  If this occurs, the MAS Journal will publish a retraction notice.  The MAS 
Journal also discourages the process of slicing data from a single research project or 
study period into different manuscripts published in different journals, that do not 
address a unique and/or complete aspect of the described research (salami 
publications).  Manuscripts submitted for republication in a different language or to a 
journal with a substantially different reader base but contain the same or similar data 
to the submitted article must be disclosed by the authors.  Publication in abstract 
form of any portion of the research should be indicated in the manuscript. 
 

 
Manuscript Editing:  All manuscripts will be copyedited for clarity, grammar, spelling 
and style.  The corresponding author will approve the galley proofs prior to publication.   
 
NIH Funded Manuscripts:  Authors funded by NIH are required to deposit copies of 
their accepted manuscripts into PubMedCentral.  Authors will be responsible for 
depositing their accepted manuscripts at www.nnihms.nih.gov, to satisfy this 
requirement. 
 
Open Access Policy:  The MAS Journal is an open source journal, and all authors will 
accept the Open Source Agreement below (Identical to the Creative Commons 
Attribution License).  In submitting an article for publication the authors certify that: 

 All authors are authorized to enter into these arrangements 
 All authors have full authority to enter into this agreement and doing so does not 

breach or infringe any other obligations.  If the law requires that the article be 
published in the public domain, authors will notify MAS Journal at the time of 
submission upon which clauses 3 through 6 inclusive do not apply. 

 All authors assert that the article contains nothing unlawful, libelous, or would be 
considered a breach of existing confidentiality agreements.   

 
Brief summary of the agreement 

Anyone is free to copy, distribute, or display the article; to make derivative 
works; or to make commercial use of the article; provided the original author 
and publication source are given credit.  For any reuse or distribution of the 
article for any purpose, reference to the license terms must be included.  
Statutory fair use and other rights are in no way affected by the above. 

 



 
The Full MAS Journal Open Access License Agreement 

THE WORK (AS DEFINED BELOW) IS PROVIDED UNDER THE TERMS OF 
THIS MAS JOURNAL OPEN ACCESS LICENSE ("LICENSE").  THE WORK IS 
PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT AND/OR OTHER APPLICABLE LAW.  ANY 
USE OF THE WORK OTHER THAN AS AUTHORIZED UNDER THIS 
LICENSE IS PROHIBITED. 

BY EXERCISING ANY RIGHTS TO THE WORK PROVIDED HERE, YOU 
ACCEPT AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE.  
THE LICENSOR GRANTS YOU THE RIGHTS CONTAINED HERE IN 
CONSIDERATION OF YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF SUCH TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS.  

1.  Definitions 

a. "Collective Work" means a work, such as a periodical issue, anthology or 
encyclopedia, in which the Work in its entirety in unmodified form, along with a 
number of other contributions, constituting separate and independent works in 
themselves, are assembled into a collective whole.  A work that constitutes a 
Collective Work will not be considered a Derivative Work (as defined below) 
for the purposes of this License. 

b. "Derivative Work" means a work based upon the Work or upon the Work and 
other pre-existing works, such as a translation, musical arrangement, 
dramatization, fictionalization, motion picture version, sound recording, art 
reproduction, abridgment, condensation, or any other form in which the Work 
may be recast, transformed, or adapted, except that a work that constitutes a 
Collective Work will not be considered a Derivative Work for the purpose of 
this License.  For the avoidance of doubt, where the Work is a musical 
composition or sound recording, the synchronization of the Work in timed-
relation with a moving image ("synching") will be considered a Derivative Work 
for the purpose of this License. 

c. "Licensor" means the individual or entity that offers the Work under the terms of 
this License. 

d. "Original Author" means the individual or entity who created the Work. 

e. "Work" means the copyrightable work of authorship offered under the terms of 
this License. 

f. "You" means an individual or entity exercising rights under this License who has 
not previously violated the terms of this License with respect to the Work, or 



who has received express permission from the Licensor to exercise rights under 
this License despite a previous violation.  

2.  Fair Use Rights:  Nothing in this license is intended to reduce, limit, or restrict 
any rights arising from fair use, first sale or other limitations on the exclusive 
rights of the copyright owner under copyright law or other applicable laws. 

3.  License Grant:  Subject to the terms and conditions of this License, Licensor 
hereby grants You a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive, perpetual (for the 
duration of the applicable copyright) license to exercise the rights in the Work as 
stated below: 

a. to reproduce the Work, to incorporate the Work into one or more Collective 
Works, and to reproduce the Work as incorporated in the Collective Works; 

b. to create and reproduce Derivative Works; 

c. to distribute copies or phonorecords of, display publicly, perform publicly, 
and perform publicly by means of a digital audio transmission the Work 
including as incorporated in Collective Works; 

d. to distribute copies or phonorecords of, display publicly, perform publicly, 
and perform publicly by means of a digital audio transmission Derivative 
Works; 

e. For the avoidance of doubt, where the work is a musical composition:  

i.     Performance Royalties Under Blanket Licenses.  Licensor waives the 
exclusive right to collect, whether individually or via a performance 
rights society (e.g. ASCAP, BMI, SESAC), royalties for the public 
performance or public digital performance (e.g. webcast) of the Work. 

ii. Mechanical Rights and Statutory Royalties.  Licensor waives the 
exclusive right to collect, whether individually or via a music rights 
agency or designated agent (e.g. Harry Fox Agency), royalties for any 
phonorecord You create from the Work ("cover version") and 
distribute, subject to the compulsory license created by 17 USC Section 
115 of the US Copyright Act (or the equivalent in other jurisdictions). 

f. Webcasting Rights and Statutory Royalties.  For the avoidance of doubt, 
where the Work is a sound recording, Licensor waives the exclusive right to 
collect, whether individually or via a performance-rights society (e.g. 
SoundExchange), royalties for the public digital performance (e.g. webcast) 
of the Work, subject to the compulsory license created by 17 USC Section 
114 of the US Copyright Act (or the equivalent in other jurisdictions).  



The above rights may be exercised in all media and formats whether now known 
or hereafter devised. The above rights include the right to make such 
modifications as are technically necessary to exercise the rights in other media 
and formats. All rights not expressly granted by Licensor are hereby reserved. 

4.  Restrictions  The license granted in Section 3 above is expressly made subject 
to and limited by the following restrictions: 

a. You may distribute, publicly display, publicly perform, or publicly digitally 
perform the Work only under the terms of this License, and You must 
include a copy of, or the Uniform Resource Identifier for, this License with 
every copy or phonorecord of the Work You distribute, publicly display, 
publicly perform, or publicly digitally perform.  You may not offer or 
impose any terms on the Work that alter or restrict the terms of this License 
or the recipients' exercise of the rights granted hereunder.  You may not 
sublicense the Work.  You must keep intact all notices that refer to this 
License and to the disclaimer of warranties.  You may not distribute, 
publicly display, publicly perform, or publicly digitally perform the Work 
with any technological measures that control access or use of the Work in a 
manner inconsistent with the terms of this License Agreement.  The above 
applies to the Work as incorporated in a Collective Work, but this does not 
require the Collective Work apart from the Work itself to be made subject 
to the terms of this License.  If You create a Collective Work, upon notice 
from any Licensor You must, to the extent practicable, remove from the 
Collective Work any reference to such Licensor or the Original Author, as 
requested.  If You create a Derivative Work, upon notice from any Licensor 
You must, to the extent practicable, remove from the Derivative Work any 
reference to such Licensor or the Original Author, as requested. 

b. If you distribute, publicly display, publicly perform, or publicly digitally 
perform the Work or any Derivative Works or Collective Works, You must 
keep intact all copyright notices for the Work and give the Original Author 
credit reasonable to the medium or means You are utilizing by conveying 
the name (or pseudonym if applicable) of the Original Author if supplied; 
the title of the Work if supplied; to the extent reasonably practicable, the 
Uniform Resource Identifier, if any, that Licensor specifies to be associated 
with the Work, unless such URI does not refer to the copyright notice or 
licensing information for the Work; and in the case of a Derivative Work, a 
credit identifying the use of the Work in the Derivative Work (e.g., "French 
translation of the Work by Original Author," or "Screenplay based on 
original Work by Original Author").  Such credit may be implemented in 
any reasonable manner; provided, however, that in the case of a Derivative 
Work or Collective Work, at a minimum such credit will appear where any 
other comparable authorship credit appears and in a manner at least as 
prominent as such other comparable authorship credit.  



5.  Representations, Warranties and Disclaimer:  UNLESS OTHERWISE 
MUTUALLY AGREED TO BY THE PARTIES IN WRITING, LICENSOR 
OFFERS THE WORK AS-IS AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR 
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND CONCERNING THE WORK, EXPRESS, 
IMPLIED, STATUTORY OR OTHERWISE, INCLUDING, WITHOUT 
LIMITATION, WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHANTIBILITY, FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, NONINFRINGEMENT, OR THE 
ABSENCE OF LATENT OR OTHER DEFECTS, ACCURACY, OR THE 
PRESENCE OF ABSENCE OF ERRORS, WHETHER OR NOT 
DISCOVERABLE. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE 
EXCLUSION OF IMPLIED WARRANTIES, SO SUCH EXCLUSION MAY 
NOT APPLY TO YOU. 

6. Limitation on Liability:  EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT REQUIRED BY 
APPLICABLE LAW, IN NO EVENT WILL LICENSOR BE LIABLE TO 
YOU ON ANY LEGAL THEORY FOR ANY SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, 
CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING 
OUT OF THIS LICENSE OR THE USE OF THE WORK, EVEN IF 
LICENSOR HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH 
DAMAGES. 

7.  Termination 

a. This License and the rights granted hereunder will terminate automatically 
upon any breach by You of the terms of this License. Individuals or entities 
who have received Derivative Works or Collective Works from You under 
this License, however, will not have their licenses terminated provided such 
individuals or entities remain in full compliance with those licenses. 
Sections 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8 will survive any termination of this License. 

b. Subject to the above terms and conditions, the license granted here is 
perpetual (for the duration of the applicable copyright in the Work).  
Notwithstanding the above, Licensor reserves the right to release the Work 
under different license terms or to stop distributing the Work at any time; 
provided, however that any such election will not serve to withdraw this 
License (or any other license that has been, or is required to be, granted 
under the terms of this License), and this License will continue in full force 
and effect unless terminated as stated above.  

8.  Miscellaneous 

a. Each time You distribute or publicly digitally perform the Work or a 
Collective Work, the Licensor offers to the recipient a license to the Work 
on the same terms and conditions as the license granted to You under this 
License. 



b. Each time You distribute or publicly digitally perform a Derivative Work, 
Licensor offers to the recipient a license to the original Work on the same 
terms and conditions as the license granted to You under this License. 

c. If any provision of this License is invalid or unenforceable under applicable 
law, it shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remainder of the 
terms of this License, and without further action by the parties to this 
agreement, such provision shall be reformed to the minimum extent 
necessary to make such provision valid and enforceable. 

d. No term or provision of this License shall be deemed waived and no breach 
consented to unless such waiver or consent shall be in writing and signed by 
the party to be charged with such waiver or consent. 

e. This License constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with 
respect to the Work licensed here.  There are no understandings, agreements 
or representations with respect to the Work not specified here. Licensor 
shall not be bound by any additional provisions that may appear in any 
communication from You.  This License may not be modified without the 
mutual written agreement of the Licensor and You.  

 


